
Back to The Dozens: A History of Rap's Mama  

 

A window into early street rapping, from the Jamesburg Folklore Project 

 

To the best of my knowledge, these are the first interviews exploring the oral transmission 

of rap and documenting rapping by people who were not public performers. They were 

conducted by John Eilertsen, working under the supervision of David S. Cohen, who at that time 

was the New Jersey State Folklorist.  

 

From March through May of 1981, the New Jersey Historical Commission and the Juvenile 

Offenders Division of the New Jersey Department of Corrections conducted a folklore and 

folklife collecting project in a youth detention facility, the Jamesburg Training School for Boys 

in Jamesburg, New Jersey. Some of this research was published by Cohen and Eilertsen as 

"Folklore and Folklife in a Juvenile Corrections Institution," in Western Folklore 44:1 (January 

1985), but it included only relatively brief quotations from the fieldwork. 

 

These transcripts are the portions of the surviving fieldwork that concentrate on rap, and 

were made available to me (Elijah Wald) by David Cohen, for the use of scholars, historians, and 

others who may be interested, and their appearance on this website is their first publication. As 

far as David and I can determine, the original tapes from which these transcripts were made have 

been lost, but we keep hoping. Meanwhile, enjoy… (and if you are aware of any similar material, 

or other unpublished work on African American vernacular rhyming, please get in touch with 

me).  

 

http://www.elijahwald.com/dozens.html
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